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Genesis 21

Isaac Is Born

! Then the LORD took note of Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as He
had promised. (Gen 15:4; 17:16, 19, 21; 18:10)

God is obligated to fulfill . Note: Sarah did not ask God for a child; God

Himself made the promise to Abraham

Most of us as Christians want God’s blessing, but we are not often willing to

. The Psalmist makes it clear when he states that the tree

of blessings yields its fruit in season, but only when one is walking according to the

word of God.

2 S0 Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the appointed time
of which God had spoken to him. (Gen. 17:16-17, 19, 21)

“THERE IS AN APPOINTED TIME FOR EVERYTHING. AND THERE IS A TIME FOR
EVERY EVENT UNDER HEAVEN.” (Eccl. 3:1)



God made a promise to Abraham, but Abraham and Sarah

and . When God makes a promise He is faithful to

fulfill it

When Abraham and Sarah began to focus on their age it brought in

as to whether or not

¥ Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him,
Isaac. * Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had
commanded him. (Gen 17:12, 19)

Note: Abraham was to do what God had commanded. This in

itself was

® Now Abraham was one hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. ® Sarah
said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.” " And she
said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have
borne him a son in his old age.”
Think about Sarah’s questioninv. 7.
Is it a legitimate question? Had not God stated earlier in Gen. 17:16,19

; however, when the reality of to

her she was in awe. Notice how Sarah is continually

® The child grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac
was weaned.

Did Abraham do the same for his first born?



Sarah Turns Against Hagar

Ch. 16

® Now Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham,
mocking. % Therefore she said to Abraham, “Drive out this maid and her son, for the son
of this maid shall not be an heir with my son Isaac.” * The matter distressed Abraham
greatly because of his son. ** But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of
the lad and your maid; whatever Sarah tells you, listen to her, for through Isaac your
descendants shall be named.

Normally the son of a concubine became but

not of his father (cf. Judg. 9:1-3). Now that Abraham had a son by his wife, Sarah

The Hebrew word translated "mocking"” (v. 9) comes from the same root as

name and means " " However this participle is
in the intensive form indicating that Ishmael but
(cf. Gal. 4:29).

Abraham understandably felt distressed by this situation since he loved

(cf. 17:18). God appeared to him again

(the seventh revelation) to assure Abraham that was in

harmony with (cf. 17:19-21). He encouraged Abraham to

. (Dr. Constable)

3 And of the son of the maid I will make a nation also, because he is your descendant.” **

So Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave them
to Hagar, putting them on her shoulder, and gave her the boy, and sent her away. And she
departed and wandered about in the wilderness of Beersheba.



"But how could God ask Abraham to do evil ?

The answer must be that is either not a sin or else is the lesser

of two evils."

"The key to Sarah's demand lies in a clause in the laws of

where it is stipulated that the to the slave woman and

the children she has borne him, in which case they

God dealt gracefully with Hagar and Ishmael because

Gen. 17:20

1> When the water in the skin was used up, she left the boy under one of the bushes. °
Then she went and sat down opposite him, about a bowshot away, for she said, “Do not let
me see the boy die.” And she sat opposite him, and lifted up her voice and wept. ' God
heard the lad crying; and THE ANGEL OF GOD called to Hagar from heaven and said to
her, “What is the matter with you, Hagar? Do not fear, for God has heard the voice of the
lad where he is.

Who is the ANGEL of GOD?

'8 Arise, lift up the lad, and hold him by the hand, for 1 Will Make a great nation of him.” *°
Then God Opened Her Eyes and she saw a well of water; and she went and filled the skin
with water and gave the lad a drink.




20 God was with the lad, and he grew; and he lived in the wilderness and became an
archer. °! He lived in the wilderness of Paran, and his mother took a wife for him from the
land of Egypt.

The concluding description of Ishmael's experiences (vv. 14-21) provides information

and later references to him and his
descendants in the text. Ishmael became the (25:13-16) as Jacob
did. From his sons came the that have ever since been the

Hagar chose a wife for her son from her homeland, Egypt.

Covenant with Abimelech chapter 20

22 Now it came about at that time that Abimelech and Phicol, the commander of his army,
spoke to Abraham, saying, “God is with you in all that you do; 2 now therefore, swear to
me here by God that you will not deal falsely with me or with my offspring or with my
posterity, but according to the kindness that I have shown to you, you shall show to me and
to the land in which you have sojourned.” > Abraham said, “I swear it.” *> But Abraham
complained to Abimelech because of the well of water which the servants of Abimelech had
seized. ° And Abimelech said, “I do not know who has done this thing; you did not tell me,
nor did I hear of it until today.”

2T Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them to Abimelech, and the two of them made a
covenant. 2 Then Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by themselves. 2 Abimelech
said to Abraham, “What do these seven ewe lambs mean, which you have set by
themselves?” * He said, “You shall take these seven ewe lambs from my hand so that it
may be a witness to me, that I dug this well.” ** Therefore he called that place Beersheba,
because there the two of them took an oath. ** So they made a covenant at Beersheba; and
Abimelech and Phicol, the commander of his army, arose and returned to the land of the
Philistines. ** Abraham planted a tamarisk tree at Beersheba, and there he called on the
name of the LORD, the Everlasting God. ** And Abraham sojourned in the land of the
Philistines for many days.



